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e 2009, the International Year of Astronomy project is getting

bremony. This promises to be a spectacular event, held at the

ientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO) Headquarters in
Hundreds of attendees are expected, including members of royal

B, Nobel Prize winners and other eminent scientists. The press is

he date” in the calendar.

The International Year of Astronomy 2009 (IYA2009) has been

launched by the International Astronomical Union (IAU) under the

theme "The Universe, yours to discover". IYA2009 marks the 400th

anniversary of Galileo Galilei's first astronomical observation

through a telescope in 1609, an event that changed astronomy

forever. IYA2009 will be a global celebration of astronomy and its

" contribution to society and culture, with strong emphasis on
education, public participation, and the involvement of young

al, regional, and global levels. Many thousands of individuals in over

re already involved, forming the world's largest ever astronomy

ronomy as a peaceful global scientific endeavour that unites

ulticultural family of scientists, working together to find answers to
estions that humankind has ever asked.

pated at the Opening Ceremony, drawn by the high profile events and
e exhibits by well-known science institutions who support ['YA2009.

n the 15 January 2009, 12:30 p.m., at the UNESCO Headquarters. This
me of the most vibrant subjects of modern astronomy research and the
009 highlights.

launch IYA2009 on its journey. Its mission: to help the citizens of the

n the Universe.

HitH

ite: [ http://www.astronomy2009.org/opening

/lwww.astronomy2009.org/

rnational Year of Astronomy 2009

mmittee

m.fr

.nl

INSU m : M@'su nat "g:ﬂ@ & Ccnes ¥2 Cesa LA NaACs E‘Lﬁ

£.@ s @8 @ o Mooy SP e

CROSCI
The International Year of Astronomy 2009 is endorsed by the [# United Nations and the [# International Council of Science.

(
I(:‘\)I ¢



https://www.astronomy2009.org/static/archives/images/screen/iya0804a.jpg
https://www.astronomy2009.org/opening
https://www.astronomy2009.org/globalprojects/cornerstones/astroworldheritage
mailto:i.le-fournis@unesco.org
mailto:prusso@eso.org
mailto:y.berenguer@unesco.org
mailto:francoise.combes@obspm.fr
mailto:K.A.van.der.Hucht@sron.nl
mailto:lars@eso.org
http://www.eso.org/
http://www.aas.org/
http://www.insu.cnrs.fr/
http://www.casca.ca/
http://www.strw.leidenuniv.nl/
http://www.astronomie.nl/
http://www.scitech.ac.uk/
http://www.scnat.ch/
http://www.popastro.com/home.htm
http://www.nrc-cnrc.gc.ca/
http://www.mec.es/
http://www.cnes.fr/
http://www.dlr.de/en/desktopdefault.aspx/tabid-5089/
http://www.esa.int/
http://www.jaxa.jp/index_e.html
http://www.nao.ac.jp/E/
http://www.armaghplanet.com/
http://www.planetary.org/home/
http://www.esf.org/
http://www.isro.org/
http://www.icranet.org/
http://lunarscience.arc.nasa.gov/
http://www.not.iac.es/
http://www.universe-cluster.de/
http://www.nasa.gov/
http://eas.unige.ch/
http://www.asi.it/en
http://www.nrao.edu/
http://www.cea.fr/
http://www.kasi.re.kr/english/
http://www.astro.noa.gr/gnca/
http://www.sp-astronomia.pt/
http://www.aui.edu/
http://www.crosci.net/
http://www.un.org/ga/
http://www.icsu.org/

