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ality, easy-to-assemble and easy-to-use telescope at an

s now available to order. A Cornerstone project of the International
D09), the Galileoscope was developed by a team of leading

s and science educators to make the wonders of the night sky
Drders can now be placed through www.galileoscope.org for

By encouraging the experience of personally seeing celestial

objects, the Galileoscope project aims to facilitate a main goal of

I'YA2009: promoting widespread access to nhew knowledge and

observing opportunities. Observing through a telescope for the first

time is an experience that shapes our view of the sky and the

Universe. It prompts people to think about the importance of
e-changing experience. Galileoscopes will open up a whole new world
bnt means of pursuing an interest in astronomy during 'YA2009 and

e incredibly low price of US$15 per kit. Discounts are available for

bringing the price down even lower, to US$12.50 each, reducing costs
al societies, or even parties of interested individuals. Never before has
bnally endorsed scientific instrument been available for this price.

ppe Cornerstone project has initiated the "Give a Galileoscope"

y Galileoscopes for themselves, their families, or their friends at the

ending on quantity) plus shipping, and/or donate as many telescopes as
o shipping charges. Donated Galileoscopes will go to less advantaged

worldwide, especially in developing countries. This will help bring a
poor schools and empower them to pursue science and technology

pes increases the project's global impact and gives people who might
nity to look through a telescope the chance to join millions of

led experience of astronomical discovery.

the Italian astronomer Galileo Galilei, who first observed the heavens
go. His observations were nothing short of revolutionary and changed

e Galileoscope is optimised to provide views of the very same objects
brs ago- including craters and mountains on the Moon, the rings of
ariety of star clusters, and moons orbiting the planet Jupiter. Sights

b and they are all visible, along with countless other objects, through the
P1st-century optics, it will provide a much better observing experience

e educational tools, tying in with topics such as mathematics, physics,
al instruments they can be used to demonstrate basic optical theory in
e often praised by educators and pupils themselves. Free educational
ct's website, providing further information to teachers, students and

wn that the "Wow!"-factor that kids get from assembling their own fully
ope is unsurpassed.

nses while building the telescope offers a much more powerful learning
bssembled telescope," says Rick Fienberg, Editor Emeritus of Sky &

bf the IYA2009 Cornerstone project. "Users will learn many aspects of
0 construct two types of telescopes - a modern one and a more

"adds Stephen Pompea, US IYA2009 Project Director and member of
. "Building and using a Galileoscope gives kids the feeling that science

turdy, reliable and well-designed windows to the Universe. Orders are
ial website, www.galileoscope.org. Build one and the stars will be

h small telescopes are a key part of the Galileoscope Cornerstone. The
sed by the IYA2009 Japan National Committee, uses classroom

s and manuals to form part of a year-long observation programme.

and certificates are available for participants who send records of their
ileo!" team.

y 50-mm f/10 telescope, with a glass doublet achromatic objective. A
twin plastic doublet achromatic lenses gives a magnification of 25x
2x Barlow lens (also a plastic doublet achromat) gives a magnification
be used as a Galilean eyepiece to give a magnification of 17x and a
ate the "Galileo experience". The standard 1.25-inch focuser accepts
b standard 1/4-20 tripod adapter works with any standard photo tripod

the IYA2009 Global Sponsors and the IYA2009 Organisational

the Galileoscope project include the American Astronomical Society,
Dbservatory, the National Science Foundation, the Astronomical Society
Merit Models, Photon Engineering, Sky & Telescope, and Galileo's
escopes.

rsary of Galileo Galilei's first astronomical observations through a
bration, promoting astronomy and its contribution to society and culture,
and global levels.
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