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The Galileo Teacher Training Program (GTTP) is a Cornerstone
project of the International Year of Astronomy 2009 (IYA2009). This
celebration of astronomy and its contribution to science and society
aims to boost the quality of education for children and young adults
and GTTP is at the forefront of these efforts. The core concept is
that by training teachers better, and equipping them with the right
resources to tackle astronomy in the classroom, the effect will be
significant and long-lasting, enduring far beyond 2009. The GTTP
programme of activities was announced today during the 214th
American Astronomical Society Meeting in Pasadena, USA.

Astronomy education specialists have identified a critical education
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in their curricula. To counter this, educators are offered GTTP

e taking place around the world, namely in Europe (the Netherlands,

), South America (Brazil and Colombia), Africa (Kenya) and South East
ia and Japan). The teachers attending these workshops are the first

or the wider global network of future Galileo Teachers. The GTTP goal
of 3000 to 6000 certified Galileo Teachers by 2012, who will be

in these methodologies, leveraging the work begun during IYA2009 in
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ite, which we see as the vehicles for improving the teaching of science
The resources available on the GTTP website are world-class, and their
ject matures. Our system of training and certification will also equip
tively to enhance the education of their pupils.” Beyond this, the

guarantee continuous support for Galileo Teachers from their peers as

bwledge into practice in the classroom.

jalileoteachers.org is the initiative's central hub. This newly released site
rom training and educational materials to news and useful contacts

htion community. Content will be added throughout the year, resulting in
mation and activities which can be called upon as and when needed.
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kies the impact of astronomy and basic sciences on our daily lives, and
knowledge can contribute to a more equitable and peaceful society.
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eme,"The Universe, Yours to Discover". [YA2009 events and activities
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For more information

Rosa Doran

Chair, Galileo Teacher Training
Cellular: +351966781264
E-mail: rosa.doran@nuclio.pt

Further contacts

Pedro Russo

IAU IYA2009 Coordinator
ESO ePOD, Garching, Germa
Tel: +49 89 320 06 195
Cellular: +49 176 6110 0211
Fax: +49 89 320 23 62
E-mail: prusso@eso.org

Yolanda Berenguer
UNESCO Focal Point for the In
UNESCO HQ, Paris
Tel: +33 1 45684171
E-mail: y.berenguer@unesco.o

Dr. Karel A. van der Hucht
General Secretary, Internationg
IAU Secretariat, Paris, France
Tel: +33 143 2583 58

E-mail: K.A.van.der.Hucht@srg

Lars Lindberg Christensen
IAU Press Officer

ESO ePOD, Garching, Germa
Tel: +49 89 3200 6761
Cellular: +49 173 3872 621
E-mail: lars@eso.org
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h place at the global and regional levels, and especially at the national
in each state have been formed to prepare activities for 2009. These
etween professional and amateur astronomers, science centres,
cators in preparing activities for 2009. The International Year of

e United Nations on 20 December 2007.

bnomical organisation that brings together almost 10 000 distinguished
e world. Its mission is to promote and safeguard the science of

gh international cooperation. The IAU also serves as the internationally
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The International Year of Astronomy 2009 is endorsed by the [# United Nations and the [# International Council of Science.
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